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On behalf of the Executive Committee, we are pleased to invite you to attend the 16th Annual Meeting of the 

European Council for Cardiovascular Research (ECCR), which will be held from Friday 30th September – 
Sunday 2nd October 2011 in La Colle sur Loup, Nice, France. 
 

The ECCR was formally established in 1997 to create within Europe a unique forum for active clinical and non-
clinical researchers in the important field of blood pressure and cardiovascular research. The annual 
conference covers a broad range of subjects, including genetics of cardiovascular diseases, vascular biology, 
cardiac and renal aspects as well as modern strategies of prevention and therapy in cardiovascular disease.  
 

This highly dynamic field is characterised by the rapid accumulation of new information that contributes to our 
understanding of the aetiology and pathophysiology of cardiovascular disease processes as well as to the 
development of better therapeutic strategies. Particular emphasis is put on the participation of both basic 
scientists and clinicians to foster the transmission of new scientific findings into clinical practice. Besides 
including invited keynote lectures, free oral presentations, hot topic sessions and a young investigator session, 
the programme provides ample time for discussion both within and outside the scientific sessions.    
 

For the first time, this year we are holding a PhD Course on the subject of pulse wave velocity, which is a 
direct marker of arterial stiffness and an independent cardiovascular risk factor. The PhD course will elucidate 
the theoretical concept of pulse wave velocity and the mechanisms contributing to its increase. An overview of 
recent experimental and clinical studies will be presented, that will demonstrate the current evidence for the 
association of pulse wave velocity and cardiovascular risk. The students will learn how pulse wave velocity can 
be experimentally determined or clinically estimated (various devices will be presented). Finally an outline of 
possible therapeutic approaches with anti-stiffness potential will be presented.  Please indicate when you 
register if you want to attend the PhD Course. 
 

We look forward to your active contribution to what we hope will again be an exciting meeting in support of 

cardiovascular research in Europe. 

 

mailto:eccr@hamptonmedical.com
http://www.eccr.org/
http://www.hamptonmedical.com/


 

 

 
 

 

Transfers:  Coaches depart Nice Airport at 11.30 and 13.00 hrs  
 

10.00-14.15  Arrival and registration (lunch available 12.00-14.15 hrs) 
 
 

 

14.15-15.30  Session 1 Water, Sodium & Blood Pressure 
 

Chair:  M.J. Mulvany (Aarhus) 

S. Strandgaard (Herlev) 

 
14.15-14.35 1.1 Salt – time for action 

   Graham MacGregor (London)      
  
14.35-14.45  Discussion 
 

14.45-15.05 1.2 Macrophages as regulators of volume and blood pressure homeostasis 

   Jens Titze (Erlangen)        
   
15.05-15.15  Discussion 
 

15.15-15.25 1.3 The effect of renin gene copy number and antisense therapy against AT1 receptors in  

                       young and adult Ren-2 transgenic rats 
 Vaneckova I, Dobesova Z, Kunes J, Zicha J (Prague) 

 
15.25-15.30  Discussion 

 
15.30-15.40 1.4 Dual neutral endopeptidase and endothelin converting enzyme inhibition with the  

 novel compound SOL-1 lowers blood pressure in SHR during the onset of  

 hypertension but not in established hypertension   
Nelissen J, Heijnen B, Lemkens P, Meens M, Bost J, Debets J, Janssen G, van Essen H,  

 Schiffers P, Struijker Boudier H, De Mey J, Janssen B (Maastricht)  
 

15.40-15.45  Discussion 

 
15.45-16.15  Tea 
    

16.00-17.30  Session 2 Molecular Biology 
 

Chair:  S.J. Pinto-Sietsma (Amsterdam) 

E. Bakker (Amsterdam) 

 
16.15-16.35 2.1 RAS peptide fingerprint: implications for diagnosis and therapy 

   Hans Loibner (Vienna)       
   [Presentation supported by Apeiron] 
 
16.35-16.45  Discussion 

  

16.45-16.55 2.2 Direct AT2-receptor stimulation protects from demyelination and promotes  
   remyelination in an in vitro model of neuroinflammation 

   Valero-Esquitino V, Monnet-Tschudi F, Honegger P, Lucht K, Namsolleck P, Unger T,  
   Steckelings UM (Berlin and Lausanne) 

 

16.55-17.00  Discussion 
 

17.00-17.10 2.3 Structure-activity relationships of endothelin-1 and endothelin-2, revisited 
   Compeer MG, De Lange JA, Meens MJPMT, Hackeng TM, Nicolaes G, De Mey  

   JGR (Maastricht)  
 

17.10-17.15  Discussion 

 
17.15-17.25 2.4 Effects of estrogen and estrogen receptors on cardiac and skelatal muscle  

   mitochondrial function     
   Fliegner D, Jost J, Ventura-Clapier R, Regitz-Zagrosek V (Berlin and Paris) 

    

17.25-17.30  Discussion 
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18.15-19.00  Drinks Reception  

19.00   Dinner 

 
 
 

 
 

 

08.30-10.30  Session 3 Inflammation, Oxidative Stress and Metabolic Syndrome 
 

   Chair:  P. Bie (Odense) 

J. Zicha (Prague)  
 

08.30-08.50 3.1 Adipokines, endothelial dysfunction and vascular inflammation 
   Concepción Peiró (Madrid)      

    [Presentation supported by an unrestricted grant from Actelion] 
 
08.50-09.00  Discussion 

 
09.00-09.20 3.2 The role of adipose tissue inflammation in metabolic disease 

   Ulrich Kintscher (Berlin)    

 
09.20-09.30  Discussion 

 
09.30-09.40 3.3 High fat intake without obesity increases vascular constriction – possible role of inflammation

   Aoqui C, Chmielewski S, Eißler R, Schmaderer C, Sollinger D, Vielhauer V, Heemann U,  
   Baumann M (Munich) 

 

09.40-09.45  Discussion 
 

09.45-09.55 3.4 Unexpected role of the chemokine CXCL5 in atherosclerosis 
   Duchene J , Rousselle A, Leukel L, Qadri F, Ahluwalia A, Bader M (Berlin and London)  

 

09.55-10.00  Discussion 
 

10.00-10.10 3.5 Decreased production of nNOS-derived hydrogen peroxide contributes to endothelial  
  dysfunction in atherosclerosis 

Capettini LSA, Cortes SF, Silva JF, Alvarez-Leite JI, Lemos VS  

(Belo Horizonte and Lausanne) 
 

10.10-10.15  Discussion 
 

 
10.15-10.25 3.6 Slow release hydrogen sulfide donors protect human microvascular endothelial cells  

  from oxidative stress-induced cell death 

Le Trionnaire S, Whatmore JL, Perry A, Wood ME, Whiteman M (Exeter) 
 

10.25-10.30  Discussion 
 

10.30-10.50  Coffee and Exhibition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.50-12.30  Session 4 Cardiometabolic 
  

Chair:  J. van Rooyen (Potchefstroom) 

  J. De Mey (Maastricht) 

 
10.50-11.10 4.1 Perivascular fat and cardiovascular function  

[Presentation supported by an unrestricted grant from Servier] 
   Tony Heagerty (Manchester)    
 

11.10-11.20  Discussion 

17.30-18.15            Keynote Speaker:        Chair:  
            M. Paul (Maastricht) 
 

Microparticles in cardiovascular disease     

Chantal Boulanger (Paris)         
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11.20-11.50 4.2 Transglutaminase affects atherosclerotic plaque composition in areas exposed to  
oscillatory shear stress 

   Erik Bakker (Amsterdam)     
   

11.50-12.00  Discussion 

 
12.00-12.10 4.3 Non-invasive assessment of vascular structure and function in conscious rats  

   based on in vivo imaging of the albino iris     
Stauss HM, Rarick KR, Anderson MG (Iowa City) 

 
12.10-12.15  Discussion 

 

12.15-12.25 4.4 Asymptomatic subjects with a positive family history for premature  
Cardiovascular disease and high calcium scores benefit from treatment:  a sub-analysis from 

the St. Francis Heart Study Randomized Clinical Trial     
Mulders TA, Sivapalaratnam S, Kastelein JJP, Stroes ESG, Guerci AD, Pinto-Sietsma SJ 

   (Amsterdam and Roslyn) 

 
12.25-12.30  Discussion 

 
 

12.30-13.30  Lunch 
 
 

 

13.30-14.00  Poster Viewing 
 

 

Overview of Saturday afternoon parallel sessions 

14.00 

Visit to St. Paul de Vence 

PhD Course 
(14.00-18.00 hrs) 

14.30 

15.00 

15.30 

16.00 

16.30 ECCR Business Meeting  

17.00 Session 5 
(4 Submitted Abstracts) 17.30 

18.00 
Keynote Lecture (G. Bianchi) 

18.45 
 
 
 

14.00-18.00  PhD Course  
 

 

 
    

   Visit to Fondation Maeght Art Museum, St. Paul de Vence 
 

   (for delegates who have pre-booked) 
 

14.15   Coach departs La Colle sur Loup 
16.00   Coach departs St. Paul de Vence for return to La Colle sur Loup  
 

   Please be prompt for the coach departure times! 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

16.15-16.30  Tea 
 
 
 
 

16.30-17.00  ECCR Business Meeting (Members only) 

 

17.00-18.00  Session 5   Cardiovascular Disease  
   Chair:    G. Schoenfelder (Berlin)  

       U. Simonsen (Aarhus) 
 

17.00-17.10 5.1 The relevance of using anthropometric measures in prediction of first-onset coronary  
   heart disease. The MORGAM Project     

Sehested TSG, Olsen MH, Borglykke A, Dallongeville J, Kee F, Vishram J, Jørgensen 

T, Jeppesen J (Glostrup, Belfast and Lille) 
 

17.10-17.15  Discussion 
 



17.15-17.25 5.2 Placental Klotho interacts with a variety of cardiovascular related proteins and is  

   influenced by common mechanisms of cardiovascular disease development  
   Reichetzeder CR, Sceplik ES, Krause CK, Andermann TA, Rahnenführer JR, Pfab TP,  

   Hocher BH (Berlin) 
 

17.25-17.30  Discussion 

 
17.30-17.40 5.3 Telmisartan inhibits the progression of cardiomyopathy by reducing the formation of  

  advanced glycation end products in daunorubicin treated rats   
Arozal W, Watanabe K, Veeraveedu PT, Ma M, Thandavarayan RA, Suzuki K  

 (Jakarta and Niigata) 
 

17.40-17.45  Discussion 

  
17.45-17.55 5.4 Pulmonary hypertension in interstitial lung disease and chronic obstructive lung  

   disease – NT-probnp and impact on functional capacity     
   Andersen CU, Mellemkjaer S, Nielsen-Kudsk JE, Bendstrup E, Simonsen U, Hilberg O  

   (Aarhus) 

 
17.55-18.00  Discussion 

 
  

 
       

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

19.45   Drinks Reception, Terrace 

20.15   Conference Dinner, Main Restaurant 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

09.15-10.15  Session 6 Young Investigator Competition Session 
   Chair:  T. Unger (Berlin)    

     H.A.J. Struijker Boudier (Maastricht) 
 

   Supported by the German Institute for High Blood Pressure Research (DIB) 
 

09.15-09.25 6.1 A screen for novel factors in the pathogenesis of myocardial infarction reveals  

   Osteoactivin/GPNMB     
Mühlstedt S, Schulz H, Özcelik C, Bader M (Berlin) 

 
09.25-09.30  Discussion 

 
09.30-09.40 6.2 In human adipose tissue-derived stem cells protease-activated receptor 2 activation  

   induces VEGF without stabilization of HIF-1α 

   Rasmussen JG, Frøbert O, Kastrup J, Yang S, Zachar V, Fink T, Simonsen U   
   (Aarhus, Aalborg, Örebro, Nanning and Copenhagen) 

 
09.40-09.45  Discussion 

 

09.45-09.55 6.3 Glucose tolerance and insulin sensitivity is improved in obese mice by direct  
   stimulation of angiotensin AT2-receptors     

18.00-18.45  Keynote Speaker:       Chair: 

            M. Bader (Berlin) 
 

   Gene variants in the prediction of hypertension       

   Giuseppe Bianchi (Milan)   

    

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME – SUNDAY 2nd OCTOBER 2011 

08.45-09.15  Special Lecture:        Chair: 

            L. Paulis (Bratislava) 
 

   Changes of vascular structure and function - consequences for CV risk   

    

   Johannes Baulmann (Lϋbeck) 
   

    



Wardat S, Iwai M, Horiuchi M, Dahlöf B, Hallberg A, Unger T, Kintscher U,  

   Steckelings UM, Foryst-Ludwig A (Berlin, Ehime, Gothenburg and Uppsala) 
 

09.55-10.00  Discussion 
 

10.00-10.10 6.4 Association between changes in the forearm and coronary minimum vascular  

   resistances independent of blood pressure changes     
Eftekhari A, Mathiassen ON, Buus NH, Mulvany M, Christensen KL (Aarhus) 

 
10.10-10.15  Discussion 

 
Delegates should make their way to their chosen Poster Group for the start of the Poster 
Discussion Session. All poster groups will be discussed simultaneously. 

 

10.15-12.00  Coffee and Parallel Chaired Poster Discussion Groups: 
 

   Poster Groups:    Chairmen:            
   PA Blood Pressure     G. Bianchi  H. Stauss 
   PB Metabolic    C. Peiró      T. Unger 

   PC Endothelium    U. Simonsen  C. Savoia 

   PD Kidney & Central Nervous System S. Strandgaard  J. Titze 

PE Cardiac     M. Baumann  J. Peters 

   PF Cardiovascular Disease   W.D. Strain  J. Kunes 

   PG Vascular    V. Matchkov  A.Eftekhari 

   PH Arterial Stiffness & Atherosclerosis J. Baulmann  L. Paulis 

    

 

12.00-13.00  Session 7 Hypertension and Cancer 
   Chair:  U. Steckelings (Berlin) 

     M. Baumann (Munich)  
 

12.00-12.15 7.1 Role of the renin-angiotensin system in cancer 
   Clara Nahmias (Paris)       

 

12.15-12.20  Discussion 
 

12.20-12.35 7.2 Hypertension and the risk of cancer 
   Elio Riboli (London)       

 
12.35-12.40  Discussion 

 

12.40-12.55 7.3 Antihypertensive drugs and the risk of cancer  
   Thomas Unger (Berlin)      

  
12.55-13.00  Discussion 

 

13.00-13.10  Presentation of Prizes and Close of Meeting.  Lunch available 

Travel grants for the winners have been generously provided by the  
European Society of Cardiology (ESC) 

 

13.10/14.00  Coaches depart 

LEGAL NOTICES – Disclaimer & Privacy Statement 
All best endeavours will be made to present the programme as printed. However, the Conference Secretariat reserve the right to alter or cancel, without prior 
notice, any of the arrangements, timetables or plans relating directly or indirectly to the conference, for any cause beyond their reasonable control. The 

Conference Secretariat are not liable for any loss or inconvenience caused as a result of such alterations. Participants are advised to take out their own travel 
insurance and to extend their personal policy to cover personal possessions: the conference does not cover individuals against cancellations of bookings or theft 

of belongings.  In the event that the meeting is cancelled by the organisers, or cannot take place for any reason outside the control of the 
organisers, the registration fee shall be refunded in full.  The liability of the organisers shall be limited to that refund and the organisers shall 
not be liable for any other loss, cost or expense, howsoever caused, incurred or arising.  The Secretariat will hold and process your personal details on 

our database.  This information is necessary for the legitimate management of this conference, which may include it being available to any organising/sponsoring 
company.  We may also use these details to provide you with information of other conferences or events.  Please advise us should any of your details change.  
You may of course remove your details from our database by advising us in writing, at any time.   



 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 

VENUE 
The meeting will be held in Club Belambra in La Colle sur Loup, a holiday resort built in the  

style of a Provençal village around a square with century-old olive trees and situated in a  
hillside pine grove (www.belambra-vvf.fr).  The venue offers leisure facilities - outdoor  

swimming pool, tennis courts, mini-golf and volleyball/basketball courts.  A dedicated  
internet area will be available for ECCR delegates.  All lectures, accommodation and meals  

will take place in the venue. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Optional Visit to Fondation Maeght Art Museum and St. Paul de Vence 
There will be an optional visit to the Fondation Maeght Art Museum, St. Paul de Vence on Saturday afternoon (15 
minutes by coach from the conference venue).  This  modern art museum contains works by artists such as Miro, 

Giacometti, Calder, Chagall and Braque (please see www.fondationmaeght.com and www.maeght.com/musee for 
further details of the Summer Exhibition).  Please note that there is a five minute uphill walk from the coach drop-off 

point to the Museum entrance. 
 

Alternatively, delegates may wish to visit the picturesque medieval town of St. Paul de Vence, without visiting the Art 
Museum.  The coach will drop delegates off at the coach park for the Museum, and delegates can then walk 5-10 

minutes into the town.  Please note that guides will not be provided for either of these visits. 
 

Please indicate your preferred option on the Registration Form or on-line payment site and include the appropriate 
payment to cover the costs (€ 20.00 for coach transfer and Museum entrance fee, € 10.00 for coach transfer only). 
 
 

REGISTRATION 
The conference is open to all active research workers in the cardiovascular field.  Priority for places at the conference 

will be given to presenting authors or co-authors of an abstract accepted for oral or poster presentation.  All 
registration forms must be accompanied by the appropriate payment.  The registration fee is € 395.00 for *ECCR 

Members and € 445.00 for Non-Members, which includes:    
 

    Access to all scientific sessions and conference materials     All meals from Friday to Sunday lunchtimes 
    Accommodation in single ensuite room for two nights     
 

*Please note that only those who are accepted as members before 1st July will be eligible for the reduced 

member registration rate at the Annual Meeting (see www.eccr.org, under Membership, for more information). 
 

We are unable to offer a reduced registration fee for delegates who do not require accommodation or all meals during 

the conference.  It will NOT be possible to register on site – advance registration is essential. 
 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation (ensuite with shower) is provided at the Club Belambra resort in La Colle sur Loup on Friday 30th 
September and Saturday 1st October 2011.  Accommodation prior to and following the conference dates may be 

available on request. All room extras (bar bills, telephone calls etc.) are the delegates’ responsibility. 
 
 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
- By cheque or bank draft (in euros only, made payable to ‘ECCR’) 

- By credit card (Visa/Mastercard only, unfortunately we are unable to accept American Express or debit cards) 

- On-line registration – please register via the website at www.eccr.org.  For payments by credit card (including on-   
   line payments) some additional charges apply.  Please see the registration page and the website for full details. 
 

 

CONFIRMATION AND JOINING INSTRUCTIONS 
Registered delegates will be sent confirmation of their place at the meeting, together with a receipt for payment. 
Further details, including the full programme and directional maps, will be available on the ECCR website 

(www.eccr.org) one month prior to the start of the conference.   
 

 

CANCELLATIONS 
The registration fee and/or the Art Museum/Coach fee will be refunded with a 25% deduction, provided that written 
notice is received before 1st September 2011.  No refunds will be made for cancellations received after this date, 

although name substitutions will be accepted at any time.  All refund payments will be made after the conference. 
 
 

 

AIRPORT COACH TRANSFERS  - please note changes to the arrangements  
Coach transfers will be provided between Nice Airport (20 minute transfer time) and the 
venue on Friday morning and Sunday lunchtime, as follows: 
 

Friday 30th September (no charge):  
Depart Nice Airport at 11.30 and 13.00 hrs.  There is no charge for this transfer, and 

seats will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  It is not possible to book a 

seat on the coach in advance, and seats cannot therefore be guaranteed. 
 

Sunday 2nd October (additional cost):  

Depart La Colle sur Loup at 13.10 and 14.00 hrs.  Tickets (cost € 10.00 each) will be 

available to purchase on site at the conference.  It is not possible to book tickets in 
advance, and these seats will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

La Colle sur Loup, set inland, 
6 km from the sea and 20 
minutes from Nice Airport 

 

http://www.belambra-vvf.fr/
http://www.eccr.org/


 

ECCR REGISTRATION FORM:  30th Sept – 2nd Oct 2011, Nice, France  
for Post/Fax Registrations – Delegates wishing to register ON-LINE should go to www.eccr.org 

 
                                                   

 

 

 

Last/Family Name:        First Names:  
 
Prof/Dr/Mrs/Miss etc:        Male   Female  
 
Speciality:        Grade:  
 
Work Address:  
 

 
 
 
 
Post Code:              E-mail:  

 

(It is important that you include an e-mail address so that notification can be sent to you when final details are available on-line) 
 
Business Tel. No:                  Fax No: 
 

 

Registration Fee Please tick () relevant box 
PAYMENT 
(euros) 

Payment includes access to all scientific sessions, conference materials, 
airport coach transfer (Friday only) and accommodation/meals (as shown 
below).  Please note that we are unable to offer a reduced fee for delegates 
who do not require accommodation or all meals. 

 

 ECCR Member  €395.00 
 

€ 

 

 Non-Member     €445.00 
 

€ 
 

Fondation Maeght Art Museum – Sat 1st October 

Payment includes entrance fee to the Art Museum and return coach transfers 
between the venue and the museum in St. Paul de Vence 

 
 

.... tickets @ €20.00 each 
 

 

€ 

St. Paul de Vence (coach transfer only) – Sat 1st October 

Payment includes return coach transfers only between the venue & the drop-
off point for the Art Museum in St. Paul de Vence (5-10 min walk to town) 

 

.... tickets @ €10.00 each 
 

 

€ 

  
 

TOTAL AMOUNT (euros) 

 

 
 

€ 
 

 
 

    Requirements Please tick () relevant box Friday 30
th

 Sept    Saturday 1
st 

Oct Sunday 2
nd

 Oct    

I will require dinner on:  Yes  No  Yes  No n/a 

I will require accommodation on:  Yes  No  Yes  No n/a 

PhD Course:   I would like to attend the  PhD Course (14.00-18.00 hrs on Saturday 1
st
 October)      Yes      No 

 

Dietary Requirements:      Vegetarian     Other  (Please state foods that you are unable to eat) 

                                                
 

Access needs     (please specify, e.g. wheelchair user, mobility difficulties, hearing impaired etc)  

 

Payment Details 
 Please fully complete – all sections are essential in order to process payment             
                    All payments must be in Euros  

 

   By Cheque/Bank Draft 
 

 

Payable to ‘ECCR’ in Euros (sterling cheques cannot be accepted) 
 

 

Please note: 
 
-    Unfortunately we are unable    
     to accept payments by  
     American Express or debit cards 
 

-    Credit card payments     
     (MasterCard and Visa) are  
     subject to an additional  
     charge of 4.50%. 
 

-   If your card account is not in  
    euros, the payment will be  
    converted into your own currency 
    by your card issuer.  The card    
    issuer will use the exchange rate in  
    effect on the day payment is taken,  
    and they may also charge you a  
    currency conversion fee       

 

Credit Card:   Please deduct the total sum due from:     MasterCard    Visa        
 

 
Card No:    

 
                     Cardholder’s  
Expiry Date:      Signature:   
 

Card Security Code (last 3 digits of code on the back of the card):  
 
 

Name and address (including post code) of the cardholder:     
                             
 

By returning the completed registration form you are confirming agreement for your name and town being listed on the participants list, to your e-
mail address being used by the Secretariat and to the terms and conditions of the meeting including credit card charges and cancellation policies 
outlined on the preceding pages.   
 
 

Hampton Medical Conferences may make your contact details available to selected third parties that may be of interest to you.  If you do NOT want your details to be 
passed on, please tick here: ………        
Please return to:  ECCR – Conference Registration, Hampton Medical Conferences Ltd., 113-119 High Street, Hampton Hill,  

   Middlesex, TW12 1NJ, U.K.     (Fax: +44 (0) 20 8979 6700 – for credit card registrations only) 
 

http://www.eccr.org/

